BUILDING RULES

Leslie has repeatedly promised to provide the building rules, and finally delivered them on January 11, 2008. (They are dated January 8, 2008). We will post them here as soon as we get them in electronic form. 
Please note: The Tenant’s Association doesn’t make the rules, we don't enforce the rules, and we don't challenge the rules unless they are particularly unfair. Tenants are welcomed to contact us about any building rule (other than the pet policy, see below) if you feel it is unfair.  To date, the Tenant's Association has not challenged any rules, and none are the subject of review. Generally speaking, the Tenant's Association doesn't want chaos and disorder.  We like rules, and we strongly desire to live in buildings with rules that are enforced.  
The Tenant’s Association wants these buildings to be clean and quiet, with no disruptive tenants, so that we can enjoy the Quality of Life that we expected when we moved here. As Vincent Britt said on the NJN news broadcast: “These are supposed to be luxury buildings, not ghetto buildings.”



DOG POLICY & OTHER PETS

The Tenants Association has already reviewed this policy. We have decided to take no position on whether or not dogs or other pets should be allowed in the buildings, but we will forwards resident's complaints about neighbor's dogs to management just like any other complaint. The exception to this is Pit Bulls (whether vicious or not) or any other large dog trained to be vicious. We do not want them in the buildings. Pit Bulls are the pet of choice for gang members, and for people who are terrified for their safety and feel they need protection. Therefore Pit Bulls symbolize urban decline. This simply isn't that type of building, on either count. We are concerned both for the safety of children (and adults), and that their presence erodes the professional identity of our buildings, replacing it with a negative inner-city atmosphere. 

Unfortunately, the behavior of dogs is one of the top sources of complaints generated in the buildings.  The building owner has directly advised us that his official policy is "no dogs".  On July 25th, Leslie advised that management has extended the grandfathering of dogs to July 13, 2007.  However, leases signed in January 2007 and perhaps earlier clearly contain a "no pets" clause, and this is what is legally binding. Units are not grandfathered, only the dog. Dogs cannot be replaced if they pass away. Dogs that are grandfathered could still be subject to eviction if they are not licensed by the City of Newark, and have all their shots. Any dog that attacks people, or which urinates and defecates on balconies or in common areas may also be subject to eviction. A precise list of grandfathered dogs should be kept by management, including name, color, breed, license date, and date of birth. The President of Audubon Communities, Charles Reyher, was personally attacked by a pit bull at the #402 building around March, 2007, and he evicted that tenant (and the dog) in late June.  As a result, management's policy on dogs has become more restrictive, not less.  

It is against the law in NJ to discriminate against any particular breed of dog, so the only way to keep pit bulls and a few other frequently vicious breeds out of the buildings is to ban all dogs. Every incoming tenant is told that dogs are prohibited, and that management will aggressively take steps to remove dogs. But every year a few people move in with their dogs anyway, in complete defiance of management. This basically shows us and management what kind of tenant they are going to be; that they will be breaking other rules as well.  Several dogs have been removed from the buildings by legal action or threats of legal action.
