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JAIME MEJIA TAKES OVER AS PROPERTY MANAGER
Cynthia Gainous left on February 17, 2010 and was replaced the same day by Mr. Jaime Mejia. Mejia has been in the industry for 27 years, and worked his way up from Porter to Super to Property Manager.  He worked most recently in a high-rise in Passaic Park.  Mejia met with the Tenants Association Executive Board on March 4th and we discussed various issues, including outstanding repairs in units, code enforcement violations, security enhancements, buzzer system repairs, and other matters.
FALSE RENT INCREASES In late February, over half of the tenants in the complex were sent a Notice of Eviction or a Balance Due Reminder.  Audubon arbitrarily increased tenants’ rents or fees in late 2009 without informing the tenants.  Some tenants were able to get their balances credited, but not others. The basis of this is a matter of speculation.  Addressing accounts receivables was Tammy Shield’s first priority for the new manager (surprised ?).
OLD WORK ORDERS SIT UNADDRESSED The new property manager inherited a thick pile of work orders to repair tenant’s apartments.  Requests from tenants to address issues are coming in so fast that he will never get to look at the pile of old orders no matter how much he may want to.  This happens with every new manager, and there is one here every six months.  If you have repair problems, you have to START OVER.  Mejia requests that tenants with issues visit his office, not call him or email him the repair requests. 
DEDUCT RENT FOR REPAIRS Tenants are advised to keep a file for your repairs, including copies of work orders, letters and certified letters to Audubon, emails, etc.  Then hire a licensed contractor to make outstanding repairs. Get a written contract on letterhead with the work detailed and the dollar amount.  Submit a copy of this with your rent (keep the original) and deduct this amount from your rent.  For more info, see the following article written by Audubon’s attorney, Bruce Gudin, which he published in the New Jersey Law Journal.  It will be hard for them to fight this, coming from their own attorney.  See http://www.njlawnet.com/njlawreview/landlordtenant101.html
CODE ENFORCEMENT CAMPAIGN 

The Code Enforcement campaign now includes both 380 and 402.  Remaining important items at 380 include the buzzer system, a few leaks in the parking garage, and completion of the laundry room work. Doors and gates have been fixed at 402. 
EXECUTIVE BOARD:  The Tenants Association adopted official bylaws in November 2009 and the Steering Committee is now called the Executive Board. There are 10 residents on the Executive Board and no available seats.  Yes, there are numerous volunteer opportunities available. Those interested can contact Eric at 380 #10C, or ericmartindale@optonline.net
TENANTS WEBSITE  www.newarktenantsunited.org remains an important resource for our community.  The home page contains a TENANT RESOURCE DIRECTORY that advises tenants how to solve any problem.  Breaking News is updated daily or weekly on the 380-402 page.   Tenants are encouraged to mark it as a favorite.  Several times a month important news is sent by email. To subscribe to the email list, contact ericmartindale@optonline.net. 
NEW DOGS ARE NOT ALLOWED  Spring is the time of year that many tenants decide to get a new dog in defiance of Audubon’s pet policy. Only grandfathered dogs are allowed here, meaning dogs here since before the policy started in 2006. There are only 5 dogs left at 380, down from a high of 14. Unsure of the count in 402. About 10 tenants have been forced to remove new dogs in the past two years.  If any new dogs appear in the buildings, report them to management, and also let us know. The Tenants Association understands that dogs are considered part of the family and that it is emotionally stressful to lose a pet. Therefore, to avoid this problem and to minimize conflict, we are again publishing this.  
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