BREAKING NEWS - DEC 30, 2007:   Drug dealing and other criminal activities has been reported directly to the POLICE, who keep the source confidential. We haven't reported these issues to management.  At least 6 residents in our buildings (including several people who are not officers with the Tenant's Association) have met with the police to report criminal activities in the last few months. It came to our attention today that several tenants are talking about it behind our backs, and spreading false rumors. What is this, an 8th grade classroom ???  Yes, we are watching for criminal activity. Drug dealing and gang activity will not be tolerated here. 

BREAKING NEWS - DEC 29, 2007:  Fine-Fare Supermarket opens at the corner of Mt. Prospect & Second Avenues.  Prices are mid-way between a bodega and a full-size Supermarket. The entrance is inviting and has the appearance of a mainstream Supermarket.  Fine-Fare replaces the former bodega known as the C-Town, which had a jail-like appearance..

BREAKING NEWS - DEC 28, 2007:  RENT STRIKE CONTINUES FOR JANUARY, 2008.  All strikers are to provide bank checks or money orders by Wed, January 2nd, payable to "Treasurer, State of New Jersey", and in the lower left corner, place Jan 2008, your name, Bldg #, unit #, and Docket # LT 23249-07.  Instead of accepting the settlement agreed upon by their lawyers and finalizing really minor issues with the wording of the court order, we hit another roadblock.  In the unlikely event that a settlement is reached within the next few days, management will just have to wait and get their January rent from the court.  

BREAKING NEWS - DEC 27, 2007:  SECURITY GUARD ORDINANCE MAKING PROGRESS.  Regarding the revised security guard ordinance, we received word  today that it is making the rounds through the various departments within the City of Newark.  In one form or another, Eric Martindale's new security guard ordinance will become law.  It will force our management to install 24 hour security in each building lobby.

The Community Safety Meeting was very well attended, and a summary will be posted soon.

BREAKING NEWS - DEC 26, 2007:  A Community Safety Meeting is being held tomorrow, Dec 27, Thursday 6:00 - 8:00 PM at Templo Roco de Mi Salvacio, 860 Broadway (near Verona Ave).  Sponsored by the church and Councilman Ramos.  Invited guests are Mayor Cory Booker, Police Director Garry McCarthy, and Police Captain Tony Perez.  "The purpose is to discuss safety measures in response to recent criminal acts against the community."

Awaiting word on the finalization of the rent strike court order, unsure if we are striking in January.

BREAKING NEWS - DEC 20, 2007 8:40 AM:  Our Chairperson, Libre', has received word from the City Rent Control Department that the building owners are again moving forward with their 2006 plan to seperate electricity so that each tenant pays their own electricity. This does NOT affect the gas range or oven, or the heat/AC radiator units, except for the little motorized fan in each radiator.  Heat and AC is delivered by pumping hot or cold water into the radiators from centralized systems that provide for each entire building.

BREAKING NEWS - DEC 19, 2007:  See Crime Alert from Newark Police

Another major police incident has occurred because there are no security guards in the building lobbies.  An unauthorized person gained access to the 380 building the other day, and was found sleeping in the stairwell between the 6th and 7th floors.  The police were called and THE INTRUDER STRUCK THE POLICEMAN. Since there is no security desk with a sign-in sheet, it is unknown what unit he was attempting to visit.  

Last week there was a arrest in the 380 building, but we later learned that drugs were not found. This followed a lengthy investigation.  The accused is the son of a tenant who is a responsible and law-abiding citizen, and who strongly wanted her children to stay out of trouble.  On Saturday the 15th, the tenant who's boyfriend had vandalized common areas and the patio door of Unit 5H moved out. She relocated to the nearby Forest Hill Towers (let's see how long she lasts there). This was a family stress situation; they are the parents of 2 young children. Newark police pressured management over the repeated violent incidents.

These were the biggest problem tenants in the 380 building, and each was frequently inviting the street element into the building, in the form of guests.  The flow of "guests" has ended, and the building is a quieter place.

BREAKING NEWS - DEC 17, 2007:  The strikers met yesterday in Kathy Siudmak's apartment. The fine points of the court order are being finalized by both lawyers, and it could be ready for signature within days. Our legal counsel has expressly prohibited us from discussing the details.  

BREAKING NEWS - DEC 14, 2007  11:30 AM:  A revised court order settlement is in the works.  The details are still to be ironed out, but may involve **************************** (text removed at request of legal counsel on 12/19/07)

BREAKING NEWS - DEC 13, 2007:  There has been heavy police action in the 402 building, and also in the 380 building against multiple tenants potentially engaged in illegal activity.

BREAKING NEWS - DEC 6, 2007:  The strikers met at Kathy Siudmak's apartment with our lawyer, Charles Auffant, to discuss the settlement offer made by management.  "We are not in agreement with the offer made.  We have chosen to go to trial, and we await a trial date", said Chairperson Libre' Jones.

BREAKING NEWS - DEC 5, 2007:  Settlement has been offered.  Opposing lawyers hammered out a draft agreement..  We don't know the details yet. We'll meet with our legal team tomorrow evening, and we'll vote "yes" or "no". Monies for the December rent were deposited to the Court on 12/4. Eric had an impromptu meeting with neighboring landlord Jay Calello, and discussed various items.

BREAKING NEWS - NOV 29, 2007:  Strikers met with our legal team.  Our court date for Monday 12/3 has been canceled.  Management has requested another round of mediation, rather than go before the judge. This will happen on Wednesday 12/5. 

Also, today we met Frank Bembry, who is moving into Unit 14A of #380 on Saturday.  He is a Black-Seal Certified Boiler technician.  This does not resolve an ongoing violation because he will only work two hours a day, 5PM - 7PM, from Monday to Friday. 

BREAKING NEWS - NOV 26, 2007:  Second day of mediation between opposing legal counsel. They argued all day, and didn't resolve a single point. Management concedes absolutely nothing. Michael Eisner, the court-appointed mediator, has set a court date for Monday 12/3 for all strikers to appear, individually, in court.  Our attorney, Charles Auffant, will stand with each tenant and represent him or her.

We finalized our issues list as well, there's 13 pages of issues.  We have chosen NOT to print it, because opposing counsel could download it from our website.  It will be published online after the Court Date.

BREAKING NEWS - NOV 21, 2007:  First Day of mediation between opposing legal counsel was yesterday November 20th.  They argued for two hours and nothing was resolved.

BREAKING NEWS NOV 16, 2007:  Our website format is revised.  The section called "How to Contact" is now called "Links & Contacts".  Section called "Maintenance Form" is now called "Rent Strike Issues". The prior list of issues compiled months ago was removed and replaced with a new list originally compiled on 10/19. The Maintenance Form is still there via a downloadable link.  

BREAKING NEWS - NOV 15, 2007:  Lawyers from both sides begin official MEDIATION on Tuesday, 11/20.  It appears that both sides are entrenched, and we are not expecting a resolution without going before the judge.  Inspections at 402 Mt. Prospect by the State Dept of Community Affairs have been completed. It is possible that the rent strike will continue, and our December rent will be submitted to the court.

The Forest Hill Superneighborhood Organization has launched it's website, www.foresthillnj.org

BREAKING NEWS - NOV 13, 2007:  Word has reached us that management was in court versus the State Dept. of Community Affairs because we advised the State that there is no Black Seal Certified staff onsite at 380 Mt. Prospect. Management lost in court, and we're told the fine was $150,000. The number was so high because of how long the violation had been ongoing. We're still looking to confirm this.

BREAKING NEWS - NOV 8, 2007:  Day 2 of State Dept. of Community Affairs inspections at 380 Mt. Prospect.  Management kept postponing this 5-year inspection (originally set for October), but after receiving a letter from us, they decided to do the inspections. Getting them to consider the corroded riser issue has proven to be a challenge. Also present today were CITY inspectors conducting an unrelated Certificate of Code Compliance inspection. This inspection came at our request as a result of our investigations into irregularities. These multiple inspections without adequate explanation from management has confused many tenants, some of which left thinking all inspections were done.  This may be a deliberate tactic so that as few apartments as possible are actually inspected. Tomorrow they will finish floors 2-6 in the 380 building.

BREAKING NEWS - NOV 7, 2007:  The organization suffered a temporary setback today when the Newark City Council deferred passage of the new security guard ordinance, which was drafted by this organization. The ordinance was deferred for further discussion, but it will definately pass in one form or another, said Councilman Anibal Ramos. Ramos said they are reviewing the potential impact that the ordinance will have on the city's Senior Citizen buildings, because any building over 80 units would have to provide a guard (instead of 100).  Many residents were unruly at the meeting and protesting against the Booker administration on other matters, especially the removal of street vendors from downtown streets. Management paid ********* (name removed 12/19/07) and another lawyer to sit there for 5 hours (a total of 10 manhours), and they never spoke a word. 

Also, the new website of the Forest Hill Superneighborhood organization was launched today by one of our Board members, and data will be fed as it arrives.  For now, the url is http://www.foresthillnj.org/. 

BREAKING NEWS - NOV 4, 2007:  Our Chair, Libre' Jones, has affirmed that replacement of all the ORIGINAL riser pipes associated with the heating and cooling systems is a condition for ending the rent strike. These pipes have corroded much faster than the tap water plumbing system because they carry very hot water from October to April every year.  Bursts of these pipes cause nearly 100% of "no heat" complaints, since the boilers themselves are new. Pipe bursts are the primary cause of the following problems (1) no heat or air conditioning due to intentional shutoffs of the systems to allow for repairs (2) water damages in units to ceilings, walls, carpet, and wood floors buckling (3) mold and mildew (4) water infiltration into parking structures.  We are not doing this rent strike in order to achieve "band-aid" repairs of these problems, we want to stop them from happening going forwards. Since ALL the remaining original pipes are very old and likely to burst within soon, this is in managements best financial interests because they can replace the pipes in a BULK contract with a plumber, and they can do it WITHOUT the expense of repairs inside units, and the expense of dealing with upset tenants launching future rent strikes. These repairs will have to commence in late April or May, since the heating / AC systems would have to be shut down. Our intention is that the terms for ending the rent strike (possibly in late November) includes an enforceable court order outlining the timetable to replace all original riser pipes, and to supply the Tenant's Association and the Court with documentation that it has occured. 

BREAKING NEWS - NOV 3, 2007:  Newark's 2nd annual Superneighborhood Conference at NJIT was an INCREDIBLE SUCCESS.  Turnout was far greater than the first conference. Newark is being divided into 20 Superneighborhoods, each of which will focus on creating an internal sense of community, and focus on "local" issues of concern.  Much of the change in Newark over the next decade is likely to come from this initiative. 25 people came for the Forest Hill Superneighborhood, the largest turnout of all the groups there. We will remain actively involved in this effort after we win the rent strike.

The Forest Hill Superneighborhood will be meeting the first Thursday evening of every month at the Ridge Street school.  The organization will work on improving parks and recreation, code enforcement, pedestrian safety, reducing loitering around stores, organizing block clubs, increasing community policing, and improving pedestrian lighting.

Libre' Jones spoke with Mayor Cory Booker at the event, and he wants to meet with our Tenant's Association. Libre' will communicate further to set up this meeting.

Eric Martindale spoke with Mike Greene, Director of Neighborhood Services at the event. He will direct the Newark Dept. of Sanitation to work with our management to find an alternative to "curbside" pickup of garbage bags. Dragging bags to the curb is a burden on our maintenance staff, and the staging of a hundred bags overnight along the sidewalk is very unsightly. 

Recycling:  At Eric's request, Mike Greene will also investigate if management can be forced to implement a recycling plan for cans, bottles, cardboard, and newspaper. (Hint: If existing city ordinances don't require private apartment buildings to recycle, the Tenant's Association will just have to write a new ordinance to make it happen). 

BREAKING NEWS - NOV 1, 2007:  Multiple strikers report that management is not fixing everything on the repair lists that were agreed upon by opposing legal counsel. They are not living up to their end of the agreement, and all repairs must be completed by a set date.

BREAKING NEWS - OCT 31, 2007:  The rehab of Fine Fare has been delayed because the Newark Building Dept wants a building permit for the new large awning/signage, but they may open before 12/1. The Tenants Association held a Hallowean Party in the lobby earlier this evening, and distributed candy to tenants and pedestrians on the street. 

BREAKING NEWS - OCT 30, 2007: It is possible that the rent strike and associated litigation will be resolved sometime in late November, based on the timeline provided by our legal counsel.  Major plumbing repairs are underway in the parking garage of #380, and have been for over 10 days.

BREAKING NEWS- OCT 29, 2007:  (1) Mt. Prospect Ave was finally paved today after we suffered three weeks of interim conditions (2) management began work on tenant repairs as part of the rent strike (3) heat is intermittant in many apartments (4) State Dept. of Community Affairs inspectors are coming 11/7 to do the standard inspection every 5 years, (5) City inspectors are returning 11/8 to review issues affecting the Temporary Certificate of Code Compliance dating from the building sale, and (6) we believe the "sale" of the building in January or February of this year was a transparent sale from one LLC to another within the same organization (7) We've been invited to the Superneighborhood meeting Saturday morning 11/3

BREAKING NEWS - OCT 21, 2007:  Strikers meet to discuss recent events. The group reaffirmed its total committment and unity, and discussed all the expenses management is incurring as a result of the strike.  Instead of simply restoring the security guards to avert the rent strike, now they are incurring legal fees, costs to increase to four full-time staff per building, costs to repair violations, possible rent abatements, and possible fines from the City of Newark. Meanwhile, the court will soon be holding well over $100,000 of rent strike money. And when everything is said and done, they will lose on the initial issue: security guards will be coming back into the lobbies after all. They made a big mistake by refusing to take us seriously. At this point, they've got to be focussed on damage control. Yesterday, eight inspectors from the City of Newark blitzed the 380 building and found numerous violations in units and common areas. Details are forthcoming, but they include lack of a Certificate of Code Compliance when they bought the building, an inoperative elevator, and a plexiglass front door. Joshua Figeroa told the inspectors that there are 2.5 staff per building, resulting in another violation (there must be 4 staff per building).  Several tenants have to move cars in the 380 garage tomorrow morning because water is being shutoff to repair the C and D riser pipes.  We are also awaiting the completion of street paving.  Mt. Prospect Ave has been rougher than the Badlands of South Dakota for over a week.

BREAKING NEWS - OCT 19, 2007:  Tenant's attorney Charles Auffant spoke with the court today. The judge will NOT issue the warrants for removal requested by management's attorney.  The court also stated that individual strikers do NOT have the option of quitting the rent strike.  The court cannot have the burden of keeping track of who's paying the court, who's paying management directly, and who's paying late.  Therefore nobody is paying management and nobody is paying late.  If the court does not receive a money order or bank cashier's check (no personal checks) for the November rent by November 5th, tenants are subject to warrants for their removal. Checks are written to "Treasury State of New Jersey" with the docket #, bldg #, and apt# in the lower left corner.

Tomorrow the city inspectors will comb the 380 building from top to bottom to document code violations.

BREAKING NEWS - OCT 18, 2007:  A dozen residents attended the Oct 17 city council meeting to support the first reading of Newark's new security guard ordinance.  Also, rent strikers began receiving another very threatening and harassing letter from the firm of ***************** (name removed 12/19/07) . The letter is dated 10/16, one day after management lost another round in court. They are now asking for Warrants of Eviction because the court accepted our October rent monies on Tuesday, October 9th, which was one business day after management wanted it (10/5). Management's legal counsel addressed this matter in court on October 15th, and the judge did not side with them.  Yet, the  very next day they chose to send out a letter based on this issue. This constitutes a serious breach of ethics on their part.  This is getting really ugly.

BREAKING NEWS - OCT 16, 2007:  MANAGEMENT LOSES ROUND #2 IN COURT. Opposing attorneys were in court on October 15th over the bogus "Notice to Cease" letters sent to strikers.  He threw the "Notice to Cease" letters out of court.  Furthermore, management is required to complete all interior unit repairs requested by the strikers before the case can proceed to the next phase. The agreement was that 2 units per day will be fixed.  We are unsure how much advance notice tenants will be given, but it is important to be home on the scheduled day, or you will lose the chance to get the repairs done. If you can't be home, arrange to have a friend, neighbor, or relative give access to your unit.  Also, important changes were made to the "Superintendant Duties and Responsibilities" paragraph, scroll down the home page to view.

BREAKING NEWS - OCT 14, 2007:  Concerned residents are attending the Wednesday 10/17/07 7:30 PM City Council meeting to support the First Reading of a city ordinance to strengthen regulations requiring security guards for large residential complexes to be located in the lobbies. We wrote the ordinance, and it affects the entire city going forwards. It also imposes fines and jail time for building owners who violate the ordinance (we didn't write that part, but we should have). 

BREAKING NEWS - OCT 13, 2007:  It's after October 1st, it's cold, and there's no heat in the buildings. Tenants turning on their gas ovens to heat their units are advised to put a pot of water in the oven to absorb deadly carbon monoxide (CO) gas. Call the code enforcement 24/7 hotline at 973-733-6471 to report a violation. 

BREAKING NEWS - OCT 12, 2007:  At the advise of legal counsel, all strikers are advised not to speak with anybody in the management office, especially Leslie, unless there is an emergency. This comes following "Notice to Cease" letters and other actions indicating that management is compiling a PAPER TRAIL of evidence against each individual striker for future eviction efforts long after the strike ends. This may include fabricated incidents, so the less contact with management, the less opportunity there is to fabricate anything against you.

BREAKING NEWS - OCTOBER 11, 2007:  At the request of the Tenant's Association and Councilman Anibal Ramos, city inspectors from multiple city departments will conduct unprecedented code enforcement blitzes of our buildings on Saturday Oct 20 (#380) and Saturday, Oct 27 (#402). They will inspect all common areas and inside very apartment.  This is UNRELATED to the postponed State Dept. of Community Affairs inspections originally set for Oct 10th. 

BREAKING NEWS - OCTOBER 10, 2007:   All rent strikers receive harassing and intimidating "Notice to Cease" letters from management's law firm claiming that tenants now face eviction for failing to allow management into apartments to fix repairs.  After talking with our strikers, it appears that all these letters are outright fabrications. This is in violation of Tenant Non-Reprisal Laws in New Jersey (N.J.S.A. 2A:42-10.10).  To file a grievance against the firm of *********************, contact the state Office of Attorney Ethics at 800-406-8594, enter the zip code 07102, and after you are transferred, request filing forms. You can also mail them a letter:  Office of Attorney Ethics, PO Box 963, Trenton, NJ 08625. Our social gathering was a success, and 3 persons won Bon Jovi tickets for opening day at the Devils Prudential Stadium.  

BREAKING NEWS - OCT 9, 2007:  Fall 2007 newsletter contains abundant news.  Click here to view

Also, Sam Delgado and Esmeralda Cameron are hosting a wine and cheese party / social gathering for our members and other residents from our buildings and the neighborhood to meet Theresa Ruiz and her running mates for the State Legislature. This will be on Wednesday,Oct 10, 2007 at 7:00 PM at 380 Mt. Prospect Ave, #15E.

The luxury penthouse apartment in the #380 building is now vacant and for rent.. This 2000 square foot spread in a luxury high-rise is almost unmatched in Essex County. It contains 3 bedrooms, 2 baths,  a giant-sized living room, and 2 balconies (same floor plan as #15E, come see it on 10/10). Underground parking and 24-hour security in the lobbies (starting soon). The views of NYC and downtown Newark cannot possibly be described here, it simply must be seen. This unit would be $10,000 a month or more in Manhattan. At $1,600 a month, people might be fighting each other in the management office for the right to sign this lease. Former tenants Brian & Nancy have moved into their new single-family home. No, they didn't move out of Newark.

BREAKING NEWS --- SEPT 28, 2007:  We have no definitive proof that our buildings or Parkwood Place will be sold, and we do not know for certain that the October 10th and 12th inspections are sale-related. Charles Auffont, attorney for the Tenants Association advises that the Bush Administration isn't giving out new Section 8 subsidies. There are no government monies available for any low-income conversion projects. Therefore, this author believes that the investors are using classic 1950's scare tactics to drive down property values in advance of purchasing as many properties on this street as they can get. Auffont said we cannot stop the sales, but he added that any new owners will be 100% bound by the resolution of the rent strike. Auffont said that resolution of the rent strike is weeks away, at the earliest, because the owners have not responded yet to the extensive list of code violations and habitability issues submitted. He also expects summons letters to go out to the five strikers that weren't served, and that their cases will wind up consolidated as well. The 29 rent strikers may individually secure repairs in their units and monetary compensation for enduring lack of lobby security, lack of air conditioning, plumbing problems, etc.  Auffont will be in negotiations with the landlords after they respond to the issues list. Whatever is not resolved goes into formal mediation, and whatever is not resolved in mediation will be decided by the judge. This all takes time. The 29 rent strikers are paying their October rent to the Tenant's Association again, and it's quite likely that we'll have to withhold rent money in November, as the case proceeds

BREAKING NEWS --- SEPT 25, 2007: About 50 people from our buildings and the neighborhood met to discuss multiple issues. Guest speakers included Oscar Rodriguez, Chair of the Forest Hill Superneighborhood organization, Ann-Marie Gatling of the 375 Mt. Prospect Manor condos, Marguerita Muniz (Vice-President of the City Council), and Oscar Rodriguez and Kent of Fine Fare Supermarkets. The conversion of the former C-Town into Fine Fare will be a dramatic transformation, and the opening day is expected around November 1st. The group will forward our recommendations to Fine Fare.  Many of us went on a walking tour of the downtrodden apartment buildings as far south as 311 Mt. Prospect. We will be forwarding a list to Superneighborhood of code violations and issues for them to spruce up the street.  We discussed the building sale rumors, which are focussed on the Parkwood Place complex next to #380.  Sale of that building is said to be imminent. Gatling will be meeting with Mayor Booker, who is said to be concerned about the matter.

BREAKING NEWS --- SEPT 21, 2007:  Multiple groups of bearded investors, dressed in traditional black clothing have been walking up and down Mt. Prospect from Ballantine to past C-Town. We received a copy of a letter from Ann-Marie Gatling, Chair of the 375 Mt. Prospect Manor Condominiums to Mayor Corey Booker protesting what she thinks are the stated plans of the investors.  The investors told her and a resident of #380 that they intend to run the buildings as ******* (false rumor removed 1/27/08). Gatling takes this at face value. It's also possible that they want to colonize this district with an eruv, since they've run out of space in Brooklyn, and everything is so expensive there. In close walking distance, Forest Hill has estates and nice houses, as well as the lower-end apartments with storefronts that they can use for their stores, and all real estate here is at bargain price compared to Brooklyn. If they want to live here, it is universally understood that everyone is welcomed in our diverse neighborhood. If they want to be outsiders who will run the buildings down as slumlords, this is something we do not support.

BREAKING NEWS --- SEPT 13, 2007:  First TV news coverage of the Rent Strike.  NJN airs a story. Featured speakers include Libre' Jones, Marc Goren, Esmeralda Cameron, and Vincent Britt. A statement from ********, attorney for management was read by the reporter, expressing confidence with their position.

BREAKING NEWS --- SEPT 12, 2007:  Management Loses Round One in Court. 28 tenants and our lawyer, Charles Auffant of the Rutgers Community Law Clinic, battled management and their attorney. Management failed to get any money that day, or to evict anyone. The August and September rents are now held by the court until the case is resolved.  Libre' came much more prepared than management, which had inaccurate records on who was strking and how much rent each unit pays. Tammy Shields was visibly disturbed with her staff's records.

BREAKING NEWS --- SEPT 9, 2007:  Libre' Jones announces that 28 units have withheld their rent again for September.  That tally is down only one from August. One striker is buying a house in September, and moving. Management has FAILED to scare us with court notices, FAILED to break us, and FAILED to turn our members against us. Now we're holding over $55,000 of their money. 

ALSO:  At 6:00 PM on Monday 9/10, the condo association at Mt. Prospect Manor (375 Mt. Prospect), is holding an open house. We are invited, along with city officials.

BREAKING NEWS --- SEPT 5, 2007:   Last night's meeting was attended by almost all of the rent strikers. Questions and concerns were fielded, but in the end everyone was 100% unified. Nobody wants their August rent strike check refunded. Most of the strikers gave us their rent checks for September, including about 10 right there at the meeting.  Everyone who received a court notice for the 12th must show up for roll call, which is at 8:30 AM sharp.  A pay parking tower is 1 block west of the courtroom, best to leave here 7:45 - 8:00 AM, and allow for time to park, find the courtroom, and walk to the courtroom.  Sorry, but we probably won't know until we are in the courtroom if EVERYBODY needs to stay for their case, or if the cases can be consolidated.  UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES should any rent striker make a settlement with the owner's law firm before the court date, or in the lobby of the courtroom on the court date.  Further progress was also made on "Operation Checkmate".

BREAKING NEWS --- SEPT 1, 2007:  A general meeting has been set for Tuesday, Sept 4th at 7:30 PM in the lobby of #380. This is to discuss the court date of 9/12 and to increase participation in the rent strike for the Sept. rent payment. Also, all maintenance & repair issues have been moved to the "Maintenance" section of this website

BREAKING NEWS --- AUG 31, 2007:  Major progress was made on a secret initiative, known as "Operation Checkmate", that could be key to our final victory.  (Note 1/27/08: this is regarding the Security Guard ordinance)

BREAKING NEWS --- AUG 30, 2007:  Finally !!!!  We have taken a major step towards victory by securing a COURT DATE OF SEPTEMBER 12TH.  Most participants in the rent strike received notification of this court date by mail on August 30th.  This is a major positive development.  We've wanted this since the security guards were removed in early April. Now we've got them where we want them --- our concerns will be heard in court.  The Tenant's Association remains in complete control of the flow of events. This is exactly what we want.  

BREAKING NEWS --- August 27, 2007.  RENT STRIKE MOVIE LAUNCHED.  Watching the movie (created by Anthony Pierre) is a MUST, and it answers all your questions about the rent strike, why we are doing it, and what the next steps will be. It's only 20 minutes or so. You'll see right from the captivating introduction that THE MOVIE IS BETTER THAN BEING THERE. 

NY Times prints article on the Forest Hill Section of Newark, entitled: Yes We're In Newark

BREAKING NEWS:  AUG 25, 2007:   There is no news, no developments of any kind in nearly a month.  But we are sure some action is pending to address the rent strike.

BREAKING NEWS:  AUG 9, 2007:  Libre' Jones sends a letter to Audubon Communities in Maple Shade advising Audubon that "your information as owners of the building is not registered with the city". This was based on information from the Newark Tax Assessor's office.

BREAKING NEWS:  AUG 4, 2007:  The city's efforts to enforce the ordinance requiring onsite security guards has to start from scratch after 3 months. City Inspector Ruth Pomales cited violations to the previous owner because tax records were not up to date. Pomales inspected the properties on August 3, 2007, and cited the new owner with a violation notice for failing to have security guards in each building. After 30 days or so, she will return and issue final violation notices. A court date in Newark Municipal Court is not likely until November because the courts are backed up. Pomales will appear in court herself and square off against the owner's attorney, who has his own interpretation of the law and will make his case. Pomales says that the Tenant's Association WILL NOT BE INFORMED of the court date, and has NO RIGHT to file a motion as a concerned party and testify on the matter. We will check with NJTO on this.  This action is entirely seperate from the court case at Landlord Tenant Court that will happen as a result of the rent strike.  Pomales also says that it is not her duty to determine what a Superintendant's job responsibilities entails. As long as one is present at the building, she will not issue a violation notice. We are already investigating this matter further.  We've recently determined that the building is in violation of at least 8 more city ordinances.


BREAKING NEWS:  JULY 31, 2007:  Charles Reyher, President of Audubon Communities, appeared on Tuesday 7/31/07 with Tammy Shields and their attorney for one hour in each building lobby to try and pacify residents intent on striking. They refused to acknowledge that the Tenant's Association exists as an organization, and refused to negotiate with us as an organization.  As a result of this insult, the Tenant's Association will expand the scope of the rent strike to include inspections and code enforcements actions. They refused to discuss the security guard matter, saying that it is going into litigation. This infuriated everyone.  He was also bombarded with individual resident's concerns about leaks, faulty AC, etc. Most of the residents left the meeting with a negative opinion of management. Six more residents who attended this showing decided to join the rent strike, and contributed checks to the organization within 24 hours.  Therefore we have 29 strikers instead of 23.

BREAKING NEWS:  JULY 27, 2007:  28 UNITS LAUNCH RENT STRIKE FOR AUGUST 2007 

The Tenant's Association decided at our meeting of July 26th that we would conduct a rent strike.  We've collected over $31,000 from 28 units. We have begun the rent strike because management is non-compliant with Newark city ordinances requiring onsite security guards in every building over 100 units, and 24 hour superintendants. There is also no backup generator to power the elevators in the event of a power outage, and residents have been trapped in the elevators.

Residents don't need to be heavily involved with the organization to participate in the rent strike, nor do you need to come to our meetings.  The main thing you can do to help yourself and the organization is to participate in the rent strike by writing your rent check to the 380-402 Tenants Association.s A rent strike doesn't need to be based on non-compliance with city ordinances. It's great that ours does, and this assures us final victory in court. Most rent strikes in New Jersey have nowhere near the solid legal case that we have, and we could have added additional issues to the rent strike if we had desired. Nothing short of the return of security guards to the lobbies will bring an end to the rent strike. 

We are not making a political statement, and we are not affliliated with any local or national politics.  (However, Mitch Kahn of the NJ Tenants Association has advised us that in reality we ARE making a political statement, which is that tenants have rights and have the right to organize to pursue those rights. He encourages us to attend city council meetings and get involved with local politics). We have nothing personal against Building Manager Leslie Rodriguez or the owner, Charles Reyher. This rent strike is 100% about our issues, and nothing less. We are all about ORDER and living in a structured community. We support the concept that the buildings must be firmly under the control of the superintendants and security guards. Simply filling the positions with bodies and giving them no responsibility or authority is unacceptable. Mr. Reyher doesn't realize it, but us "strikers" are actually the best tenants he has here. And we're the ones that otherwise pay our rent on time and keep our units clean. A formal press conference was held on Saturday August 4th on the front lawn of 402 Mt. Prospect to announce the rent strike.  The press conference was delayed 15 minutes because Libre's husband was trapped, and had to be rescued by the Newark Fire Department from the new elevator in Bldg #380. Newspaper articles are forthcoming.

BREAKING NEWS: JULY 9, 2007:  Inspector Paulo DeSousa of the City of Newark cites management for violation of Ordinance 18:5-1.1, as follows "Owner/Operator/Agent must provide an armed security guard for (8) hours of every (24) hours, as well as an unarmed security guard for the remaining (16) hours, during each day of the year.  This was based on an inspection on June 25th.  Note:  Management was able to avoid this action because the new owners never registered with the city, and the violation notices were sent to the old owners.

BREAKING NEWS:  JUNE 20, 2007:  The Superintendant, Carlos, is dismissed by management.  He was the only live-in Superintendent in either building.

BREAKING NEWS:  JUNE 19, 2007:  Two members of the Steering Committee, Eric Martindale and Summarra Ortiz, met with Charles Reyher to discuss building issues.  Reyher says the elevator replacement project ran $200,00 for each of the four elevators.  He says the boilers and AC Compressors are new and the roof was replaced. He claims that one maintenance person for every 100 units is an industry standard.  We discussed the lack of response to emergencies during overnight hours.  Mr. Reyher was upset and had Leslie Rodriguez pull records showing how many times people were paid overtime to respond to emergency calls, when in fact no responses ever happened. He promisses to institute an emergency number that will be answered by a live person when the office is not open. Our representatives made a professional appeal to Mr. Reyher and stated that we want to work with management to make our buildings a better place. We stated that if security guards are not restored in the lobbies that a rent strike would commence.  He said that he would come in the second week of July "to meet with all the tenants in each building". He promisses new laundry machines and to pave all asphalt driveways and parking areas onsite. He also blames the Newark rent control laws, and says that they are a dis-incentive for him to run these buildings as high-end residences.  

BREAKING NEWS:  MAY 16, 2007:  Mayor and Council of the City of Newark pass Motion # 7MA1-051607.  This motion, sponsored by Councilman Anibal Ramos, is "Requesting that the Department of Administration Enforce City Ordinances Regarding Security Guards, Building Maintenance, especially elevator repairs and lack of active superintendent at the following buildings 376-396 (aka 380) Mt. Prospect Avenue and 398-406 (aka 402) Mt. Prospect Avenue". 

